International Travel


Challenge

Write down other phrases you could use in the situations from the previous page.
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Example dialog

With your partner, read the dialog below between a waiter and customer at Betsy's International Cuisine.

W: Welcome to Betsy's International Cuisine. How many?

C: One. How long is the wait?

W: I can seat you right away.

C: Great!

W: This way, please.

[The waiter leads the customer to a table. A few minutes pass.]

W: Are you ready to order?

C: Not yet.

W: Okay. Take your time.

[The waiter leaves and comes back a few minutes later.]

W: Have you decided?

C: Well, I have some questions. Is the green papaya salad spicy?

W: Yes, but we can make it mild for you.

C: That sounds good. I'll have that and the tacos.

W: Okay. Anything to drink?

C: Just water, please.

W: Okay. So that's one green papaya salad, mild, one order of tacos, and water.

C: Yep.

W: I'll be right back with your water.

[The waiter leaves and comes back with the water. A few minutes later, he brings the salad.]

W: Here's your salad.

C: Thanks.

W: Your tacos should be ready in a few minutes.

[The waiter leaves and comes back with the tacos.]

W: Here you are.

C: Thanks.

W: How is the salad?

C: Actually, it's too spicy for me.

W: Oh, I'm sorry. Let me bring you another.

[The waiter takes the salad and comes back with another.]

W: This one should be milder.

C: Thanks.

W: How are the tacos?

C: Very good.

[The waiter leaves. The customer finishes eating, and the waiter comes back.]

W: Would you like any dessert?

C: No, thanks. Just the bill.

W: Here you are. I can take that up when you're ready.

[The waiter leaves the bill in a folder on the table. He comes back a few minutes later.]

W: Do you need any change?

C: Nope. It's all set.

W: Thank you. Have a good evening!

C: Thanks. Bye.

[The customer leaves.]


Role play

Take turns playing a waiter/waitress and customer. Follow the guide below and use the example on the previous page to help you. Use the phrases from the previous pages, your book (pp. 41 & 42), and “Explaining dishes at Betsy's International Cuisine”. Use the “Betsy's International Cuisine” menu or your own menu.

Waiter/waitress:

Welcome and seat the customer. Ask is he/she is ready to order. Answer his/her questions. Bring the food and drinks. Respond to the customer's problems. Bring the bill. Say goodbye.

Customer:

Ask how long the wait will be. Read the menu and ask questions about it. Order food and drinks. Complain about at least one thing. Ask for a dessert menu if you want one. Pay the bill. Leave.



