HELP 353: TOEFL Reading


Vocabulary Journals

To increase your vocabulary and your TOEFL reading score, you will write a vocabulary journal every week (see schedule). Use the form provided and bring it to class on the day that it is due. You will teach your group the word that you think is most important from your list.

____________________________________________________________________________

Choose eight words from TOEFL practice tests, timed readings, or elsewhere. They should be words that are difficult for you and that you think are important to learn.

For each word, include the following information in your journal. You must include the following:

a Word

b Part of speech: noun (count or non-count), verb, adjective, etc.

c A definition (from a dictionary or in your own words)

d The sentence where you found the word

You must also include one or more of the following:

Definition


Your guess


In your native language

Example sentences:


A sentence from the Internet, a dictionary, or any other source


A sentence you write yourself

Related words

Synonyms

Antonyms

Words from the same family (e.g., horrible, horrify, horrendous)

Words with the same root (e.g., ascend, descend, transcend)

Pronunciation

Pictures or drawings

Usage notes

A paragraph using all of your words

A TOEFL-style (multiple choice question) about the word

Other (your choice, but it must be something useful for understanding or learning the word!)

TOEFL Reading Vocabulary Quizzes

Betsy will choose ten words for each quiz from your journals. She will tell you which words to study.

The quizzes will be multiple choice, like the TOEFL. Here is an example:

____________________________________________________________

Read the following passage. Then answer the questions.

With a group, discuss the following options. Try to come to a consensus on which options you want to do. Be ready to support your decisions with reasons!

1. The word “consensus” could best be replaced by

 feeling

 objection

 reasoning

 agreement

2. The word “support” could best be replaced by

(A) help

(B) lift

(C) back up

(D) pay for

____________________________________________________________

You should study the words before the quiz so that you can do your best. We will also review the vocabulary using games. Be sure to tell Betsy if you have any ideas for games!
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